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Applicant(s) 

SUUTARI ET AL 


Examiner 
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B Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jun 21. 1999 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu^§35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire three month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claim 

S Claim(s) 1-5 



, is/are pending in the applicat 



Of the above, claim(s) _ 
□ Claim(s) 



B Claim(s) 1-5 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved Disapproved. 

S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

B Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
B All (3ome* [N]one of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
(3 received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

B Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

B Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 2 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Art Unit: 2738 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

2. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. 
These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the drawings, each of the lettered items should 
appear in upper case, without underlining or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

© Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" (see 37 CFR 1 .96). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(I) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 250 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
250 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 



Arrangement of the Specification 
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The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

4. The drawings are objected to because both Figures la and lb were labeled as "PRIOR 
ART" which is contradicted with the disclosure which indicates Figures la and lb as the present 
invention. Correction is required. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 1, line 4, it is improper to reference any claim in the disclosure since it is 
uncertain what the final version of the claim will be during or after the prosecution of the instant 
application. On page 5, line 8, "Fig. 2b" should read as —Fig. 2b~. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

All claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. For example, it is confusing for reciting 
"redefinition of the interface composition". Do you mean "reconfiguration of the interface 
circuit"? It is also confusing as to what is meant by reciting "the operation of protected channels 
in conjunction with restarting ....". 
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Furthermore, regarding claim 1, line 7, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Additionally, In claim 1, lines 6-7, "the V5 interface data", line 13, "the protection switch- 
over", each lacks antecedent basis; in claim 3, line 2, "the channels" has no clear antecedent; in 
claim 5, lines 3-5, it is unclear what "a provision variant parameter of the V5 interface as defined 
by the V5 specifications" is and what is intended to be the claimed limitation for such phrase. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Purkey et al. and Yrjana are cited to show the feature of utilizing standby line/channel 
and/or protection switch when detect line faults or failures for fault recovery similar to the 
claimed invention. 

Loebig, Khakzar, Ogasawara et al. and Ishizuka et al. are cited to show the common 
feature of V5 interface architecture connecting a local exchange to a switching network similar to 
the claimed invention. 

8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 305-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
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Or: 

(703) 305-3988 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" 
or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2021 Crystal Drive, 

Arlington. VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (703) 305-4377. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hassan Kizou, can be reached on (703) 305-4744. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Alpus H. Hsu Ahv^ <K? -t^sv- 

September 22, 2000 ALPUS H.HSU 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 



